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The author is available for media interviews and
readings/discussions, and will be presenting his work
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ABOUT THE BOOK

“LADY, YOU SHOT ME" is a collection of poems
by Darren C. Demaree commemorating and
recounting the life and genius of Sam Cooke.

Sam Cooke, the man, the musician, the lover - his natural
genius, his wanton escapades, his raw passion and his
brilliant, soulful music are all here conjured in a series
of poems by Darren C. Demaree. From humble gospel
beginnings, to world-fame stature and cold murder,
the beauty, unlikeliness and tragedy of a genius and
his life are here commemorated and eternally brought
to life.

“LADY, YOU SHOT ME"

by DARREN C. DEMAREE

December 2018 | Montreal, Canada

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Darren C. Demaree is the recipient of a 2018 Ohio
Arts Council Individual Excellence Award, the Louise
Bogan Award from Trio House Press, and the Nancy
Dew Taylor Award from Emrys Journal. He is the
Managing Editor of the Best of the Net Anthology and
Ovenbird Poetry. He is currently living in Columbus,
Ohio with his wife and children. “Lady, You Shot Me"
is his tenth collection of poetry.

Darren Demaree's poems have always shaken me in the
chest with their precision, and with theirability to find beauty
in the smallest of margins. The poems in Demaree's new
collection, Lady, You Shot Me, are certainly no exception.
Even as these poems are teeming with ghosts from the
1960s—Lou Rawls, Ali, the Beatles, Aretha Franklin, and
Sam Cooke himself—they are steeped in living truths.
Demaree absolutely glides through the stickiest of poetic
subjects—racism, betrayal, hubris, murder, alcoholism—
and we are all blessed to slide in behind him for a ride
through this wonderful collection.
—Jack B. Bedell, Louisiana Poet Laureate,
author of No Brother, This Storm
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